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Community & PubliParticipation

Purpose

This Master Plan Reexamination Report cannot be written, nor recommendations made without
input from the people who live, work, and visit Westfield. Without valuable public input, this
document will not accurately represent the wants and needs of Westfield residents. The Master
Plan Reexam Team (H2M (lead) and TimHaahs) is working hard to obtain ideas, opinions,
feedback, and concerns from the public throughout the year long Master Plan Reexamination
process using hilgihgh etchhwoc ta@ ptrawoaft hes, ranging from -
engagement. This collaborative approach provides community insight on the future of Westfield.

Community Workshops

A Master Plan Reexamination Steering Committee comprised of Westfield community leaders is
helping to guide the Master Plan Reexam process. The Steering Committee, upon their first
meeting in December 2018, believed input from several active Town organizations separate from
public workshops would benefit the Master Plan Reexamination process. The Town of Westfield
and the Master Plan Reexam Team planned six community workshops, four to occur in the
beginning of the process to gather information and two additional meetings at the end to provide
a Aifeedback |l oopd for residents.

The first public Community Workshop was held on March 21% at the Edison School Cafeteria,
where approximately 70 people attended and Wednesday April 3, 2019 from 7pm to 9pm in the
evening at Town Hall in the Community Room, where approximately 90 people attended the
event.

The Master Plan Team and Town of Westfield is hosting several public Community Workshops in
the month ahead to continue outreach efforts. These events include:

1 Wednesday, April 24, 7-9pm: Edison School cafeteria
1 Monday, April 29, 7-9pm: Town Hall Community Room
1 Sunday, May 5: Spring Fling

In the fall, the Master Plan Team will hold Town-wide public meetings to discuss the draft of the
plan and gain feedback on the Master Plan Reexamination Report6 s dr aft goal s, obj «
recommendations.
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The workshop began with an introduction from Jeff Janota of H2M Associates, the consultant
preparing the Master Plan Reexamination Report and head organizer of the event. Erik DeLine
and Nicole Venezia, planners from H2M, were also in attendance. Also, in attendance were Pat
Hoagland and Keith Rodenhauser from Brandstetter Carroll, the Parks Plan consultant.

Upon sign-in, participants were given a Master Plan
Reexamination Report flyer and an orientation/room layout @) Do il
handout f or t heWhilewnitng tosignanc t i '
participants were asked to indicate where they lived in
Westfield. Participants were then directed by team
members to gather near the projector for a short
introductory presentation.
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The Reexam cavers the
Elements of the Master Plan:

Above: orientation/room layout handout;
Right: Master Plan Reexam Flyer
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What do you ' about Westfield?

Where Do You Live?

l

PeipLE

Place a sticker
in the general

During the introduction, Jeff Janota (H2M) explained the Master location of
Pl an Reexamination Report and ""
workshop:

1. To gain an understanding of Westfield community issues through the eyes of residents.

2. To promote the Master Plan Reexamination Report public participation process by
encouraging participants to be ambassadors to
the Plan.

Eri k DeLine (H2M) then exp
http://www.Publiclnput.com/WestfieldMP and

encouraged participants to take the online survey in e -
their free time. Erik also pointed out that the workshop — ——
included a survey table with laptops for online survey
taking. Since the beginning of the survey process there
have been 637 surveys submitted.

Interactive Portion

Learn about the Reexamination Who We Are
Process! 1

This interactive part of the workshop required workshop @ e vesioss e © 2
participants to join in co
facilitators broken out into (1) Land Use and Economic
Development, (2) Transportation & Parking (3)
Community Facilities, and (4) Historic Preservation

to express their opinions, ideas, ask questions, and

state their concerns. Each Topic Table was equipped :
with a handout for participants containing a 3-4 bulleted 2 25 v

list of topics that could be discussed and a handful of

guidance questions to help kickstart the brainstorming/interactive participation process. Each
Aitopic tabl eodo WasterFlanReexdam Tean methbeb Y summary of issues
resulting from the April 3 workshop is listed on the following pages. Bolded items indicate
popular or repeated sentiments.



http://www.publicinput.com/WestfieldMP
http://www.publicinput.com/WestfieldMP
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1. Land Use & Economic Development

Land Use & Economic Development concerns include:

General A Redevelop key shop fronts. e.g. on

A Keep town quaint i preserve Broad, EIm, Quimby (some look very
character of the town tired/run down)

A Maintain the character and historic A Re-zone west of E. Broad on Elm to
look of homes, even new ones. New encourage redevelopment,
homes donét refl ect ar céxpanseordf dowrgown

A No big box A Allow and encourage mixed use

A community center needed for kids to improve retail shopping

A Need for High tech office space A Quimby - close temporarily for

Downtown pedestrian events

A Maintain character of downtown A south Side parking lot development,

A Maintain 3-4 story character of integrates South Avenue businesses
Central Business District (CBD) A Provide more parking spaces in
buildings Downtown

A Need to increase height of buildings A Possible extension of downtown to
in Westfieldos CBD to i koidanTaylgrsiteifevery
owners to improve their buildings to redeveloped. Make sure uses are
5 to 6 stories separate but complement each

A Increase density in downtown other. '

A Introduce consistent signage in CBD A Need fewer downtown vacancies,

including fiarchitectur aWhVSOee%‘FCS’H‘”“etOhappe”
zoneso for storefronts



